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	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
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Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. 
• Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s. 
• Write short sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences using a capital letter and full stop. 
• Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.

Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. • Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. • Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.
	Working Towards the expected level
I am starting to name  the letters of the alphabet in order  
I can use some letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound  
Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly  
I can spell the days of the week  
I can begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place  
I can form digits 0-9  
I can write some simple sentences that are dictated to me
I can write sentences by: saying out loud what I am going to write about  
I can discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils  
I can mostly leave spaces between word

Working at the expected level (including all of the above)
I can use most of  letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound  
I can name the letters of the alphabet in order
I can add prefixes and suffixes using the spelling rule for adding -s or -es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs  
I can add prefixes and suffixes using the prefix un–  


I can add prefixes and suffixes using -ing, -ed, -er and -est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words: e.g. helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, quickest  
I can write from memory simple sentences that include words using the GPCs and common exception words taught so far  
 I can spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught  
I can spell common exception words  
I can form capital letters  
I understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these  
I can write sentences by: composing a sentence orally before writing it  
I can write sentences by: sequencing sentences to form short narratives  
I can write sentences by: re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense  
Read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher  
I can  leave spaces between words  
I can join words and joining clauses using and  
I can use capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks
	Working towards the expected standard
I can write sentences that are sequenced to form a short narrative, after discussion  with the teacher:
I have started to use capital letters and full stops
I can segment spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling some correctly
I can spell some common exception words
I can form  lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place
I can form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another in some of the writing
I am using spacing between words.
Working at the expected standard
I can write a narrative about their own and others’ experiences (real and fictional), after discussion with the teacher:
Write about real events, recording these simply and clearly.
I can separate most sentences with capital letters and full stops and with some use of question marks
I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently
I can use using co-ordination (or / and / but) and some subordination (when / if / that / because)
I can segment spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling many correctly
I can spell many common exception words
I can write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower case letters
I can use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.
Working at greater depth within the expected standard
I can write for different purposes, after discussion with the teacher:
• using the full range of punctuation taught at key stage 1 mostly correctly
• spelling most common exception words
• spelling most words with contracted forms
• adding suffixes to spell most words correctly in my writing, e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly
• using the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters 
 • making simple additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to my own writing





	
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	
	
I can use capital letters and full stops consistently.
I can write using joined handwriting with consistent letter heights.
I am starting to use a dictionary to check spelling.
I can group ideas into basic paragraphs.
I can use conjunctions (and, but, so).
I can use a wider range of conjunctions (when, if, because, although).
I can use adverbs to show when (then, next, soon), where (in the playground, behind the sofa) and how (slowly, angrily, sadly) something happens.
I can use prepositions to show position in time or place (e.g. before, after, during, in, under, over).
I can experiment with adjectives (describing words) to create impact.
I can correctly use verbs (action, doing or being words) in 1st, 2nd and 3rd person.
I can use perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause (e.g. I had gone to the shops when… OR She has been living next to me for 8 years…)
I can use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech.
I can use an apostrophe to show possession or contraction.
I can use the correct homophone most of the time e.g. our/are.
I can write under headings and sub-headings.
I can use different features of texts e.g. headings, subheadings, paragraphs, conjunctions, fronted adverbials.
	I can use capital letters and full stops consistently correctly
Use fronted adverbials and an appropriate comma
I can spell homophones e.g. whose and who’s
I can place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals: e.g. girls’, boys’ and in words with irregular plurals: e.g. children’s
I can find words in the dictionary to check my spellings
My handwriting is always legible and joined
I can identify different text types
I always punctuate speech correctly
I can use simple, compound and complex sentences
I can organise my work into paragraphs
I can describe settings, characters and a plot in detail
I can proof read my work to check I have stayed in the correct tense
I can identify where I have missed out punctuation. 
Use commas to mark clauses


I can identify and use root words to help me to understand what a word means.
I can change the meaning of a noun by adding a prefix
I understand when to use ‘a’ or ‘an’
I can explain the correct concept of verb tense
I can identify and correctly use nouns and pronouns to create cohesion
I can use subordinating conjunctions at the beginning and within sentences
I can use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions





	
I can use a wide range of punctuation mostly correctly: capital letters and full stops consistently correctly
Exclamation marks
Question marks
Commas for lists and clarity
Hyphen
Dashes
I can use the correct homophone all of the time e.g. their/there
I can use semi colons to separate longer items in a list & act as a connective
I can use colons to introduce a list
I can use paragraphs to organise ideas
I can spell most Year 3 /4 words correctly
I can spell some Year 5/6 words correctly
I can spell words with silent letters
I can use a range of clause structure: variation of sentence length
I can select imaginative & ambitious vocabulary
I can use adverbs to create atmosphere & develop action
I can use the verb prefixes: e.g. dis-, de-, mis-, over-, re-
I can join my handwriting and ensure that it is legible
I can write for different audiences  and purposes
I can use passive accurately
I can describe a setting in detail
I can describe two or three main characters in a story
I can use dialogue and ensure that it is punctuated correctly
I can use pronouns and adverbials within a paragraph
I can select appropriate grammar and vocabulary
I can summarise a passage and rewrite the key points in my own words
I can use headings, sub-headings and bullet points
I can evaluate my own writing and my peers on a feedback sheet
I understand when to use punctuation to clarify the meaning of a sentence
I can consistently write in the correct tense
I can proof read my work to check for punctuation and spelling errors
I understand that common group nouns take the singular verb form
I can change nouns and adjectives into verbs
I can use relative clauses
I can use modal verbs
I can use a thesaurus
I can use expanded noun phrases
I can use the present perfect form of verbs
I can use adverbials of time, place and number
I can use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis, 
Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity





	Working towards expected standard
Write for a range of purposes
Use paragraphs to organise ideas
In narratives, describe settings and characters
In non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure the writing and support the reader (e.g. headings, sub-headings, bullet points)
Use capital letters, full stops, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contraction mostly correctly
Spell correctly most words from year 3 and 4 spelling list and some words from year 5 and 6 spelling list
Write legibly
Working at the expected standard
Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows good awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct  address in instructions and persuasive writing)
In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere
Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action
Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative; using passive verbs to affect how information is presented; using modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility)
 Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across paragraphs
 Use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing
 Use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly^ (e.g. inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech)
 Spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list,* and use a dictionary to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary
 Maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed.
Working at greater depth
Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on what they have read as models for their own writing.
Distinguish between the language of speech and writing and choose the appropriate register
Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve this
Use a range of punctuation taught at KS2 correctly ( e.g. semi colons, dashes, colons, hyphens) and, when necessary, use such punctuation precisely to enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity.
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